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Steve Marek
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Office: 618-542-3770
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DuQuoin
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1001 S. Main St.
Pinckneyville IL, 62274

Bill Kemme

Agent

302 S Main Street

Pinckneyville, IL 62274-1452

Bus 618 357 5351 Fax 618 357 3700
getbillnow.com
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The greatest compliment you can give is a referral. ﬂ

Perry County Catholic Churches

Rev. Longenus Odum, CM,
Sacred Heart &
Immaculate Conception

PERRY COUNTY
MARKET PLACE

s |office Hours by Appointment
Wittenauer -
IChiropractic ?

James A. Wittenauer,

Home & Farm Auto

CIA

Consolidated Insurance
Agency, Inc.

Bigham, Tanner & Foster
Attorneys at Law
Tyson Tanner, Parishioner
206 North Main Street— P.O. Box 467

Sacred Heart
Immaculate Conception Office
618-542-3423
Mon, Thurs, & Fri 9am-3pm at SH
Wed 9am-Noon at IC
sacredheartduquoin@gmail.com
www.sacredheart-duquoin.org

Rosary:
Tues & Thurs at 7am at SH

Sat at 4:30pm at SH
Sun at 7:30am at SH & 9:30am at IC
Reconciliation:
4-4:30pm Sat at SH or by Appt.

E“HM‘L\L e

Anthony KeIIerman
Permanent Deacon

Rev. John Igwe, CM,
St. Bruno &
St. Mary Magdalen

St. Bruno
St. Mary Magdalen Office
618-357-5510
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9am-2pm
stbsmm@yahoo.com
% ; www.stbrunostmarymagdalen.com

Sacaed feant
St Brune
J pl!‘,um

Ig’immamh St Mary ||
\Concegtion. | dogdlen ||

Rosary:
Sat at 4:30pm at StB

Sun at 6:30am at StMM &
&:00am at StB
Reconciliation:
4-4:30pm Sat at StB or by Appt.

Perry County Catholic:

Business Office Email: Stbrunochurch@yahoo.com

Facebook: Perry County Catholic Churches

Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time — June 28th, 2026

Council 1298
618-542-8400

seeking new members
Meetings 1st Tues.
of month 7pm
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: Ken Lanter
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Agco, - Glencoe - Rhino - Gleaner Parts

Jeff Suchomski
21027 State Rte. 127 N
Pinckneyville, IL 62274

618-336-5440
sei @ egyptian.net

Suchomski Equip, Inc.

Handi-Mann Storage
618-357-1089
John P. Mann, Owner

JACOBY
PEST CONTROL

8405 East Park Street Rd, DuQuoin, IL 62832

Kellerman’s
Powder Coating &
Sandblasting

Jeff Kellerman
3 % mile North of

Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time — Being a Worthy Disciple.

We hear in Romans 6 today what we also read during the Easter Vigil (even
if we could not attend this year). We hear this: death and burial with Christ in
Baptism is all about newness of life. It is about living the Christian life. This
discipleship is not a hobby. It is a challenging way of life requiring art and
skill and diligence.

What is my baptismal duty for this week?
How will I follow after Christ?

To whom will I offer a “cup of cold water” or some other mercy work?

Weekend

Sunday
7:00am Mass at St. Mary Magdalen

11 Mann Drive
Pinckneyville, IL 62274

Owner: Rocky Flack
(618) 542-5990

DuQuoin on Rt. 51
618 -542 -6275

Mass
Schedule

Saturday
5:00pm Mass at Sacred Heart

5:00pm Mass at St. Bruno

8:00am Mass at Sacred Heart
8:30am Mass at St. Bruno

STOTLAR DRUG COMPANY
A./ 2 1N WALNUT Serving

Edward]ones Financial Advisors

Members SIPC

10:00am Mass at Immaculate Conception

Pinckneyville Du Quoin C?/ { DENTAL CENTER . i

" o |Jamly PINCKNEY VILLE. IL Pinckneyville )
Ryan Winter Tucker Kuhnert, CFP A 4 ince 1932 St. Bruno Catholic School (618) 357-8276 "
618-357-5188 618-542-2001 9 618-357-8781 ' (618) t()nclh]lefc!w

Nathan Meagher, CFP® Andrew Darnell, CFP° Wayne Hawkins, DMD & Thaddeus Hawkins, DMD M-F 8:30a-5:30p 2.10 North.Gordo'n sftreet’
Pinckneyville, lllinois 62274

618-357-3330 618-542-2001 (618) 357-9333 Prescription Drug Store w/ Gifts, h Pier Giorgio Frassati: If | Didn't Have Love
HAGENE = Riebaite Stbrunoschool.corn his s a classic ltalian film that celebrates the life of Blessed Pier Giorgio
Searby Funeral Homes Goldman & 4 JETER R Facebook St Bruno Catholic School e et e
EXCAVATI NG 3 3 c:cT:gm Pinckneyvi"e in service to the poor, the sick, and the marginalized as a powerful witness of
130 S. Washington St. D in, IL Sons Christian charity. An avid mountain climber and leader in Catholic youth and
- Tyashington St. uQuoin, ’ . : : . Principal' John Smith social action, he died of polio at 24, leaving a lasting legacy of faith and joy.
107 S. Walnut St. Tamaroa, IL Roofing AgriSource Agricultural, Residential " —
6185422044 « Litime Waranty Singh @ | and Commercial Work bt it B
Paul D. Searby— Funeral Director ifelime Warranly Shingles Agents - Kim Brand Owner: Kirk Hagene el Secretary: She.\nnon Epplin oot e aoes o i sntent and much mre &
David Searby— Funeral Director et/ ools “Pubber oo - e 474 N. Gordon St. Shannon.Epplin@stbrunoschool.com
free Estimates *lhsurance (aims 10005 Mian Steet Pcineguie Pinckneyville, IL 62274
Cuy fmé/ PO Box 396 y
}/@WVW;WQ/ 618-318-2050 - 618-357-1396 We are here for all your Crop Insurance needs! Shop 618-357-3381 Bapﬁsms: Contact the Parish Office. Weddings: Must have at least 4 month advance notice.




Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time — Year A

Masses for this week June 27th, 2026 — July 5th, 2026

Saturday, June 27th

5:00 pm Mass (Sacred Heart)

Marie Rice, Ron Darnell, Betty Riggio

5:00 pm Mass (St. Bruno)

Suzanne Pierce

Sunday, June 28th

7:00 am Mass (St. Mary Magdalen)

Ted & Theodore Stern, Wayne Suchomski, Albert Ryterski

8:00 am Mass (Sacred Heart)

Living & Deceased Members of the Jim Martin Family

8:30 am Mass (St. Bruno)

Theodore & Virginia Stern, John Dierkes

10:00 am Mass (Immaculate Conception)

All Perry County Catholic Families

Monday, June 29th

7:00 am Prayer Service (Sacred Heart)

Tuesday, June 30th

8:00 am Mass (St. Bruno)

Raymond Bathon

‘Wednesday, July 1st

5:30 pm Mass (Sacred Heart)

For the healing of Rachel Rider

6:00 pm Mass (St. Mary Magdalen)

Arthur & Catherine Heisner, Mike Wisneski

Thursday, July 2nd

8:30 am Mass (Sacred Heart)

Diane Derby-Carrel

8:30 am Mass (St. Bruno)

All Perry County Catholic Families

EParish Trustees and Staff
Parish Council Presidents:
iSt. Bruno: Valerie Opp
iSt. Mary Magdalen:
iDoug Kellerman

Sacred Heart: Kim Dorsey
simmaculate Conception:
zJamie Schrader

Finance Council
=Presidents:

iSt. Bruno: Jennifer Robb
:St. Mary Magdalen:

iKim Kellerman

'Sacred Heart: Allen Reaves
!Immaculate Conception:
*Mary Heck

Parish Trustees:

:St. Bruno:

:Sandy Ferrero &

James Wittenauer

:St. Mary Magdalen:

iKim Kellerman &

iBob Ryterski

iSacred Heart: John Childs
:& Kathy Scaglione
Zimmaculate Conception:
sJanet Harris &

:Diana Majewski

:Staff:

6:00 pm Mass (Immaculate Conception)

All Perry County Catholic Families

Friday, July 3rd

8:00 am Mass (St. Bruno)

All Perry County Catholic Families

8:30 am Mass (Sacred Heart)

Horace Gene Sims, Rusty Sims

Saturday, July 4th

5:00 pm Mass (Sacred Heart)

John Alongi, Ann Mohr, Ed Kernl

5:00 pm Mass (St. Bruno)

Ronald Spencer

Sunday, July Sth

7:00 am Mass (St. Mary Magdalen)

Bill & Devon Heisner, Michael Grzegorekl

8:00 am Mass (Sacred Heart)

Janet Crews, Gene Roznowski, Betty Moss

8:30 am Mass (St. Bruno)

Raymond Bathon

10:00 am Mass (Immaculate Conception)

Rose Malanowski

Offering Totals —June 21%, 2026

:Finance: Kathy Travis (All)
EMaintenance:

*Colleen Lacy (St. B)

ETony Kellerman (SH)
iChurch Secretary :

:Erica Woodside (SH & IC)
*Kacie Davis (StB & SMM)
:CRE:

sJanet Hayden .

ormed

Forming Catholics for /ife.

SACRED HEART

Sunday Envelopes $ 2,491
Church Loose $ 337
Online $ 50
Total $ 2,878
Peter’s Pence $ 10
CSMA $ 50

Thank You!!

ST. BRUNO

Sunday Envelopes $2,497
Online $ 420
School Support $ 100
Total $3,017
Peter's Pence $ 55

Thank You!!

ST MARY MAGDALEN

Sunday Envelopes $ 2,690
IMMACULATE CON. Cemetery $ 480
Sunday Envelopes $ 1,065 || Christmas $ 50
Church Loose $ 178 || Christmas Flowers $ 25
Sweet Treats $ 132 ||Raffle $ 100
Father's Day $ 90 || Mother's Day Roses  $ 140
May Candles $ 104 || St. Vincent DePaul $ 100
Total $ 1,569 | Religious Retirement 50

Belleville Retirement $ 50

Collection for Needy  $ 50
Thank You!! 2026 Legacy Fund $ 420

Thank You!!

June 28th, 2026

SACRED HEART

Saturday, July 4th— 5:00pm

Lector: Kathy Krisfaluzy

Eucharistic Ministers: Kim Dorsey, Cyrilla
Prusacki, Kathleen Heine

Servers: Francis Calderon & Brandt
McMurray

Ushers: Tony Jones, Harold Calderon,
Steven Still

Sunday, July Sth— 8:00am

Lector: Chuck Smith

Eucharistic Ministers: Rose Numi,
Michael Poiter, Al Martin

Servers: Owen & Henry May

Ushers: Rock Berg, Paul Martin, Jim Derby

Tuesday, July 7th
Money Counters: Renee Cobin & Marlene
Wolfe, Patty Reaves

Sacred Heart - We invite all parishioners
and visitors to spend time with the Lord in
quiet prayer and reflection. Beginning
immediately, the West door of the
church will be open Monday—Friday
from 6:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. for anyone
wishing to enter for personal prayer, medi-
tation, or peaceful time in God's presence.
“All are welcome.”

LITURGICAL SCHEDULES
ST. BRUNO

Saturday, July 4th— 5:00pm

Lector: John Smith

Eucharistic Ministers: Angie Bruns (H), 2
Volunteers Please (C), John Smith (Balcony)
Servers: Volunteers Please

Offertory Gifts: The Family of Ronald
Spencer

Greeters: Volunteers Please

Sunday, July Sth— 8:30am

Lector: Mike Brand

Eucharistic Ministers: Rich Robb (H), Rob-
ert Ebbler (C), Janet Porter (C), Michael
Brand (Balcony)

Servers: Volunteers Please

Offertory Gifts: The Family of Raymond
Bathon

Greeters: Bob & Mary Giacomo

HEUCHARISTIC

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

Sunday, July Sth—10:00am

Lector: Mandy Robinson

Eucharistic Ministers: Gary Reidelberger &
Diana Majewski

Servers: Hope & Roman Rojek

Ushers: Jon Kujawa & Martin Skorch

Sweet Treats: Erica Woodside

Rosary led by volunteers at 9:30am

ST. MARY MAGDALEN

Sunday, July 5th— 7:00am

Lector: Carol Porter

Eucharistic Ministers: Tim Bronke (H),
Jean Suchomski & Norb Ryterski (C)
Offertory Gifts: Connie Heisner Family
Rosary: Jim & Barb Forys

Ushers: Mark & Shane Gill

The Venegoni Chapel at St. Bruno is open
during the day from 9am-2pm for private
prayer Mon, Tues, Thurs, & Fri. The side door
on the north of the Chapel will be open for
anyone wishes to spend quiet prayerful time
with the Lord.

Eucharistic Adoration:
Sacred Heart will have Adoration every other
Wednesday from 7 am to Spm.

Next will be Wednesday, July 1st.

St. Bruno will have Adoration the first Thursday
of every month 9:30am to 11:30am. The next
adoration will be Thursday, July 2nd.

St. Mary Magdalen will have Adoration the last
Wednesday of every month at 5:00pm. The next
adoration will be July 29th.

ALL ARE WELCOME
AT ANYTIME!!!

Volunteer Youth Coordinator

Perry County Catholic is looking for a
volunteer to coordinate our high school
youth program. An energetic young
adult willing to pass on their faith
would be a great fit. Contact either
parish office if interested.

\\ Did you know that St. Bruno holds

[P

Monday, July 6th at 3:30pm.
All are welcome to join.

Sign up for Flock Note-

Text the word “PerryCatholic" to 84576 and
follow the instructions in the text reply.
Questions: Call or email the Parish
Office at 618-357-5510 or
stbsmm@yahoo.com

Are you interested in strength-
ening your faith? How about
trying a Cursillo weekend. It’s
a short course that will in-
crease your faith. The next
Cursillo weekend are August
6"-9" for women, and August 20"-23™ for the
men. Both weekends will be held at the King’s
House at Our Lady of the Snows. To sign up, you
can go to Bellevillecursillo.org. You can also
contact Mary Beth Lane at 618-790-3824 for
more information or to ask any questions. Thank
you! We, Cursillistas, will being praying that you
accept this call.

Cursille

Please Pray For All On The Prayer List: Donnie Arvai, Frieda Asbury, Tammy Asbury, Rose & Jack Beckerle, Everett Bivines, Terry Chastain, Maven
Cole, Carol Collins, Bruce Cope, John Davis, Willard Ehler, Gene & Nancy Eisenhauer, Betty Elders, RosEllen Greten, Jerry Harsy, Matilda Harsy,
David Havens, Mark Heumann, Brian Hill, Steve & Sharon Huelsmann, Mary Huggins, Todd Hutton, Carolyn Johnson, Jean Jones, Ray Kellerman,
Richard Kirkpatrick, Melissa Knowles, Carlie Lane, Eli Leinicke, Julie Lunnemann, Lana Marek, John May, Al & Jean Mercier, Blaise Mezo, Tyler
Mitchell, Steve Moss, Xenia Restoff, Rachel Rider, Marian Rosado, Frannie Shapkoff, David Sheets, Liam Shurtz, Teri Sims, Larry Stork, Robert M.
Taylor, Jean Ann Wheatley, Paulette Wheatley, Mike Woodside, Matthew Worthington, Liz Wynn, A friend known to God, Audrey Armstrong Young,
Mary Martin, Janet Kath, Donna Smith, Becky Pirmann, Gage Williams

*Names will remain on the prayer list for one month unless the parish office is notified of updates.

Please Pray For All Our Military Personnel: SSgt. Jordan Keller, Sgt. Derek S. Sims, SCPO (SS/AW) John Kelley, SPC Mark Yanez, Sgt.
1st. Cl. Caleb VanVoorhis, SSgt Tyler Jeffers, Lt. Col. Andrew Martin, Master Sergeant & Medical Intel. NCOIC Terry E. Chastain Jr.,
Nick Depyatic (Airforce), James Deering (Airforce), Capt. Jeremy Roznowski Airborne Army Ranger, Shyanne Roznowski Medical
Tech., Senior Airman Anthony Beaty, Lance Corporal Gabriel Paredes, SSgt Abbigail Luke, MSGT Dustin VanMeter (US Airforce),
Grayson Benson (USMC), SSG Bryant Lively, SSgt. Joel Martin, SA Mason Luke, All Active Duty Military and families.

*Names will remain until the parish office is notified of updates.




Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time — Year A

June 28th,

2026

SACRED HEART/IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

ST. BRUNO/ST. MARY MAGDALEN

Weekly Happenings Sacred

ST JOSEPH THRIFT STORE

Heart/immaculate Conception

Monday, June 29

8am—Noon Quilting at Haffner Hall
9:30am Pickleball at Haffner Hall Gym
6pm Bibles, Bourbons, & Brews at IC Hall

Accepting donations
Monday, June 29"

Tuesday, June 30
8am — Noon Quilting at Haffner Hall
6pm FY27 SH Budget Mtg Haffner Hall

Mondays 9—11am & 5-7pm

9-11am—Shawn, Heide, Leanna,
Mary Jane, Barb, Peg
5-7 pm— The Thompsons

Thursday, July 2™ -
Sth Anniversary Sale!

Wednesday, July 1

7am-5pm Eucharistic Adoration at SH Lucille
8:30am - Noon Quilting at IC Rectory Saturday, July 4™
9:30am Pickleball at Haffner Hall Gym CLOSED

Thursday, July 2
9am-3pm SJTS open

Monday, July 6™

Friday, July 3
Parish Offices Closed

Shawn, Don, Peg, Karen, Linda,

9-11am—Shawn, Heide, Leanna,
Mary Jane, Don, Peg
5-7 pm— Pam, Sharon

:JSUMMER The Pinckneyville Summer

Lunch Program starts May
S e 2 5

26th.St Bruno’s day will be
Tuesdays. The menu will be:
Rice Krispy treats and water. If you are interested in help-

nacho cheese and chips, fruit,

ing prepare and/ or deliver lunches come to the Methodist
church kitchen (in the back of the building). We are there
from 10:30-12. We always welcome new helpers!

We are in need of individually wrapped Rice Krispy treats
(any brand) or cash donations to purchase supplies.

If you are interested or have questions, call or text Connie
Mathis-(618) 318-0109.

Saturday, July 4
HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY!

Sunday, July 5

This July 17-19, several of our Perry Coun-
ty Catholic Teens will attend the Mid-

For the battle
belongs to the Lord.

America Steubenville Youth Conference on ST

the campus of Missouri State University in

Springfield, Missouri. For the third year in a row, teens from our parish will

have the opportunity to experience this high-energy youth conference where
thousands of teens will encounter Jesus Christ through dynamic speakers,
engaging music, the Sacraments, small group discussions, and fellowship

with other Catholic teens.
This year's conference theme is Worthy: For the battle belongs to the Lord. 1
Samuel 17:47.

Six teens and four chaperones from Sacred Heart will be attending. The total
cost for the trip - including conference registration, hotel accommodations,
conference t-shirts, and 3 of our 7 meals - is approximately $3600.

We are reaching out to ask you to prayerfully consider making a donation to

help offset the expenses of this trip. Any contribution, no matter the amount,

is deeply appreciated and will help these teens continue to grow in their Cath-
olic faith and relationship with Christ.

Thank you for your generosity, support, and consideration. Any questions,
contact Jen Poiter 618-318-5023

T2H PE

We will be cooking for T 2 Hope

are:
Onion
18 ears of corn
Small package of bacon

We wish to offer our
deepest condolences to
the family and friends of
James Rice and Charles
Petry. May James and
Charles rest in peace
and may the everlasting
love of the Lord sur-
round their family and
friends during this time.

with peppers and onions
4 cans cream of chicken soup
32 ounce shredded cheddar
32 ounce sour cream
1 box of margarine
4 dozen ready to eat dinner rolls

Wednesday, July 1 from 9 -11 at Haffner
Hall. Ingredients needed for the meal

4- 2 pound bags of frozen hash browns

You can drop off donated ingredients on
Monday, June 29 from 9 -11. Thank you

St. Bruno needs volunteers for Saturday
evening Masses! We need help with servers,
Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, offertory
procession, greeters, and most importantly a
Sacristan. If you regularly attend Saturday
evening Mass at St. Bruno and can be on the
schedule for one or some of these jobs please
contact the parish office.

e

Sunday, July 5th is Sweet
Treats Sunday at St. Mary
Magdalen! Be sure and bring

your dessert and sweet tooth!

St. Bruno Fundraising Update
WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU!

¢ Sell Quilt of the Month Tickets — Tickets are available in the
back of church and can also be purchased online using the QR
code on the flyer.

¢ Donate Desserts for the Chicken Dinner — A sign-up sheet is
available in the back of St. Bruno Church. Please also take a flyer
or two and help spread the word.

¢ Plan to Sell Spaghetti Dinner Raffle Tickets— Thank you all for
the donations that have come in! Tickets will be coming soon!

ST. BRUND
RAFFLE
DONATIONS

St. Vincent DePaul If you or someone who you are

aware of need help, please call 618-318-6765 or
618-318-0673 confidentially.

A2 Scan the QR Code or call 618-318-2208 to join! We are
always welcoming new members.

- The Parish Offices 4
> will be CTL.OSEID> >~
Frlday, July =2 Saste

‘. /‘\\\* Safe & Flerpzperes 27/1){?
L recleprerscdersce L lcrer.

Dear Parishioners of the Perry County Catholic Churches,

We would like to extend our sincere gratitude to all of you—especially the
parishioners of Sacred Heart—for the warm and joyful welcome shown to
Bishop Godfrey Mullen during his recent visit. Your hospitality, kindness,
and generosity beautifully reflected the spirit of our parish communities.

Bishop Godfrey expressed how appreciative he was for the wonderful
participation at Mass. Seeing so many gathered together in faith, prayer,
and fellowship was truly meaningful and a beautiful witness to the life of
our Church. He was also deeply touched by the thoughtful gifts, delicious
treats, and warm reception that followed.

Your dedication to your church family and your commitment to building a
faith-filled community do not go unnoticed. Through your service, pres-
ence, generosity, and love for one another, you continue to strengthen
our parishes and create places where Christ’s presence is alive and wel-
coming to all.

Thank you for sharing your time, talents, and hearts so generously. May
God continue to bless each of you and our Perry County Catholic Church-
es as we grow together in faith and continue the mission of Christ in our
communities.

With gratitude and prayers,
Father Longenus & Father John

Chicken

Dirsner

FUNDRAISER

Pinckneyville
Columbian Hall -
5:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Carry-outs
available

I ST. BRUNO SCHOOL NEWS

https://www.facebook.com/stbrunoschool/
Summer Office Hours

Have a great Summer! See you back in August!
First Day of School is August 12th!
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rayer for the
Protection of

Rellglou*s_ Liberty l

O God our Creator, from your provident hand we have received
our right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. You have
called us as your people and given us the right and the duty to
worship you, the only true God, and your Son, Jesus Christ.
"Through the power and working of your Holy Spirit, you call us
to live out our faith in the midst of the world, bringing the light
and the saving truth of the Gospel to every corner of society.

A

¥

‘We ask you to bless us in our vigilance for the gift of religious
liberty. Give us the strength of mind and heart to readily defend
our freedoms when they are threatened; give us courage in
making our voices heard on behalf of the rights of your Church
and the freedom of conscience of all people of faith.

-l‘ ™

Grant, we pray, O heavenly Father, a clear and united voice
to all your sons and daughters gathered in your Church in this
decisive hour in the history of our nation, so that, with every
trial withstood and every danger overcome——for the sake of our
children, our grandchildren, and all who come after us——this
great land will always be “one nation, under God, indivisible,
with liberty and justice for all.”

‘We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

-+ L

USCCB, “Prayer for the Protection of Religious Liberty”™

>

a IBLES
BOURBONS,
& BREWS

WITH DEACON TONY KELLERMAN

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION HALL

MONDAY, JUNE 29
6:00PM

JOIN US FOR DRINKS, FAITH,

B.Y.O.B. (BRING YOUR OWN BIBLE)

*NON-ALCOHOLIC DRINKS AVAILABLE FOR THOSE UNDER 2

Vocations Corner June 28:

“Growing up as a Protestant in southern Michigan, | was incredibly blessed to
have parents who took seriously their responsibility of raising me with faith. |
didn’t think there was anything missing in my life until | met joyful Catholics for
the first time when | was a teenager. Through their witness and friendship, |
learned more about the faith — and found myself surprised by truth. These
friends invited me to attend a Catholic family camp, and it was there | first came
to believe in the true presence of Jesus in the Eucharist, learned to pray the
rosary, and felt called to religious life. There was only one problem — | wasn’t
even in RCIA yet! | was received into the Church about a year later, and | kept my
heart open to the Lord’s call. He led me to the Queenship of Mary Community in
Ottawa, Ontario. | made my final vows in 2016.”

Sr. Philomena, Daughter of Mary; Columbia Magazine Dec. 2024




